[Dentistry and healthcare legislation 9. The dentist and the disciplinary court case].
Disciplinary law can be seen as an element in the system that protects the quality of dental care and in that way helps to maintain the high level of trust which the public has in the profession. A disciplinary court case is regarded by dentists as very taxing. This is in part a result of unfamiliarity with the procedure. The procedure is also feared because of the publicity it attracts. The publicity is partly inherent in the goal of the disciplinary law. To some extent the publicity seems to be taking on the character of 'trial by media'. Questions can be raised with respect to this latter development, regarding, for example, the use of anonymity by journalists; the impact of publication, which is partially dependent on other news-worthy events; and the impact of the publication of reprimands versus the most severe sanction.